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Graphic Organizers

What is a graphic organizer? | ‘ Different types of graphic organizers
Graphic organizers are visual thinking tools There are many different types of graphic
that make pictures of your thoughts. The organizers. Some are made based on the
pictures demonstrate relationships between specific goal, like showing overlapping
facts, concepts, or ideas, and guide your relationships or visualizing a process. There
thinking as you design the map or diagram. are literally thousands of free templates

available online - just search for “free
People who have learning disabilities are graphic organizers.” The following are
often visual learners and thinkers. That samples of only a few types of graphic
means they understand and remember organizers.
information better when ideas, words, and
concepts are associated with pictures, Venn Diagrams show how different things
diagrams, charts, and maps. or ideas can overlap to show a

compare/contrast relationship.

Why use graphic organizers?

Graphic organizers can help to visualize and
construct ideas, organize and/or sequence ‘
information, plan what to write, increase | A Similar B \
reading comprehension, brainstorm, : . -

organize problems and solutions, compare Different f Different I,'l
and contrast ideas, show cause and effect, '
and more. The ability to color-code thoughts

in a picture can help significantly in J
understanding and remembering the L 7
information. - -~ -
Concept Maps are good for organizing
Graphic organizers can be created for information, brainstorming, visualizing ideas,
something as simple as a shopping list or as and planning what you want to write.

complicated as structuring business
components or writing a thesis.
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Mind Maps are used to visually represent
hierarchical information that includes a
central idea surrounded by connected
branches of associated topics. They work
well for brainstorming ideas, solving
problems, and showing relationships and/or
components in a process.
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Flow Charts Flow charts are graphic
organizers that show how steps in a process
fit together. This makes them useful tools for
communicating how processes work and for
clearly documenting how a particular job is
done. Mapping a process in a flow chart
format can help clarify the process, and
show where the process can be improved.
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Resources for Graphic Organizers

To learn more about graphic organizers

National Center on Accessible
Instructional Materials,
http://aim.cast.org/learn/historyarchive/back
groundpapers/graphic organizers

Institute for the Advancement of
Research in Education,
http://www.inspiration.com/sites/default/files
/documents/Detailed-Summary.pdf

Free graphic organizer websites (hot a
complete list)

Free graphic organizer a

Cmap Tools, http://cmap.ihmc.us/download/

Holt Interactive Graphic Organizers,
http://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.
htm

Worksheet Works,
http://www.worksheetworks.com/miscellanea
/graphic-organizers.html

s (not a complete

list)

Inspiration Maps Lite,
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/inspiration-
maps-lite/id510031612?mt=8

Popplet Lite,
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id364738549

Idea Sketch,
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/idea-
sketch/id367246522?mt=8
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