REQUEST TO APPEAR ON RADIO/TELEVISION TALK SHOWS
Contact radio/television station to confirm:


What talk shows are currently airing


The producer of each talk show

Make a BRIEF personal contact with each producer, secretary, or assistant to confirm the

written material they require to process your request (usually a letter with a fact sheet on learning disabilities or a newsletter).

Prior to the contact, have one or two individuals who are willing and capable to speak for


the organization.  Information about learning disabilities and the organization has

to be well thought out and planned so your representative can give the most information in the least amount of time and make people want to call.  

Develop a strategy.  Everyone is competing for time.  You have to sell them that the 


Public will be interested through the person you propose to represent you and the 


information you propose to give.  For example, October is Learning Disabilities


Month will give you the opportunity to briefly outline what is a learning disability 


and what the organization does for those with learning disabilities.  You could 

also feature an individual with learning disabilities who has been successful.

If someone has a personal contact with the talk show host/hostess, ask them to make the


initial contact.

SAMPLE CONVERSATION


Good morning, Miss Johnson.  I am Kathy Kirkwood, president of the Learning
Disabilities Association of Illinois.  We are a non-profit volunteer organization which offers support and information to parents, professionals, or individuals with learning disabilities.


October is Learning Disabilities Month.  We would like to have a representative of our organization appear on your show early in October to briefly explain what a learning disability is and how individuals with learning disabilities are affected.  We would also like to discuss the types of support and information our organization is able to offer.

I will be sending you a letter outlining our request and basic information about learning disabilities.  Do you require any additional information and what are your timelines?


Thank you for your time.

BE BRIEF AND TO THE POINT!
